



*At firstFrance and Britain accept building of Baghdad Railway by Germans (Keep Russia out region); then alarmed by German economic penetration Turkey

*April 8, 1904—Entente Cordiale ends Br. “splendid isolation” (Br supreme in  Egypt; Fr supreme in Morocco)

*British alliance with Japan to prevent Russia’s expansion in East

*Russo-Japanese War

*Germany sees chance to drive Br and Fr apart (Russia occupied)

*First Moroccan Crisis (March 1905)—Wm II debarked Tangier declaring Germany would back Moroccan independence

*Fr protested; G called for international conference; Jan, 1906, Algeciras—R, Br, It, US side with France (Germany isolated)

*Now two heavily armed camps

*Second Moroccan Crisis (Summer 1911)—Br afraid G might threaten Gibralter (G sent gunboat to Agadir—naval base?); With assurance of Br backing, Fr negociated—Fr dominant in Morocco; G got small concession—part Fr Congo connecting G Cameroons to Congo River

*Germany now perceived as dangerously aggressive new power

**Bigger problem in Balkans where Russia and Austria-H competing to take over territory (declining Ottoman Empire)

*G hoped to prop up Ottomans and dominate region behind façade Turkish control

*Various Balkan peoples sought independence

*After humiliating defeat (Japan), Russia backed independence movements in Balkans (panslavism and desire gain popularity with people Russia)

*July, 1908, Young Turks forced Sultan Abdul-Hamid II to abdicate

*Wanting to seize moment, R foreign minister Alexander Izvolski lobbied to get support opening Dardanelles to Russian warships (strengthen R position Turkey and Balkans)

*Austrian foreign minister Aehrenthal made deal but tricked R—A-H annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina (occupied since Congress Berlin), but Russia got nothing

*Turks compensated and pressured to recognize claim by G 

*Russia furious

*Serbia furious—felt they were rightful rulers of South Slavs

*Russia encouraged Serbia to make military preparations 

*March, 1909, G pressured R to back off; G and R now direct opponents (end close relations)

*Sept, 1911, war between Turkey and Italy over Italian claim to Tripoli

*First Balkan War (Oct 1812)--taking advantage situation, Serbia, Bulgaria (newly independent), Montenegro and Greece declare war on Turkey

*Greece, Serbia and Bulgaria argued over territory (Macedonia and Albania)

*Second Balkan War—Gr, Serbia, Rumania and Turkey against Bulgaria (Serbia and Greece got most; Turkey took back Adrianople)

*Serbs wanted more of Albania—access to Adriatic Sea

*Great powers decided to create independent Albania (Serbia furious)

*Russia backed Serbia; A-H backed Bulgaria—Both made military preparations

*Br and G cooperated to obtain peaceful solution (both R and A-H angry with them)

*Serbs hatred for A-H at tremendous level

*June 28, 1914, Gavrilo Princip (Serbian nationalist) assassinated heir to Habsburg throne Archduke Francis Ferdinand and his wife at Sarajevo

*July 23, 1914, A-H issued ultimatum accusing Serbian govt (with falsified documents)—wanted to get rid of threat

*Serbia accepted most harsh demands; A-H said not enough (war now inevitable)

*Germany, fearing collapse its only ally, urged action against Serbia (victory would shore up Habsburg monarchy)

*Was possible war would be localized; possible great powers would enter (G willing to take risk)

*G feared rise of Russia; militarily, time seemed right (R recovering and France three year conscription)

*G felt had to act to gain place as world power

*France encouraged R to oppose A-H (President Raymond Poincare and prime minister Viviani in St Petersburg)

*July 30, A-H rejected Serbian response and declared war; A-H ordered partial mobilization

*Russia ordered general mobilization (France knew G would focus on West; wanted heavy attack in east)

*Now military timetables took over

*G ordered general mobilization—had to start campaign fast to win in west and then turn east

*All now feared lack of mobilization would endanger their nations

*G sent ultimatum to R—no answer

*G declared war on R Aug 1st
*G declared war on Fr Aug 3rd
*After invasion of neutral Belgium, Br declared war on G on Aug 4th
Causes WWI: See notes on imperialism, nationalism, the alliance system and militarism





European countries scramble to gain territory; to be left out meant …





Overall philosophy of diplomacy/foreign policy:


“great powers,” “concert of Europe,” “balance of power”





Ottoman Empire weakening.  Balkans—“powder keg”  





Add other factores…








